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*Includes pictures *Explains how the genre was formed and theories regarding real life origins of popular
fairy tales *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading Dense forests, evil stepmother,
beautiful girl, dwarfs in mines, a prince and, eventually, poisoning (in that order). Sound familiar? Most will
recognize the basic plot of Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, one of the most popular fairy tales in history.
Even if the passing of time (and Disney) embellished it with a thousand details, in particular the happy
ending, this and other tales reflect the Sitz im Leben or setting in life in which fairy tales emerged. The
stories, which were transmitted orally during the Middle Ages, are like fogged windows to the way of life,
the kind of people and social conditions of the regions where they took their final shape. In some instances,
such as Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, they may be echoing historical facts. And the poisoned apple?
Sander thinks that the lethal fruit was added later, during the stage of oral transmission, in remembrance of a
man who really existed in Germany and was arrested for giving poisoned apples to children because he
thought they were stealing from him. For centuries, beautifully illustrated fairy tale volumes have rested
innocently on kids´ night tables around the world, long ago relegated to the dubious honor of being branded
as "children's literature." But every story is a file packed with information, and Cinderella, Snow White, Puss
in Boots and Bluebeard have always intimated that perhaps they have more to tell besides "beautiful" stories,
the same ones that animated the minds of several generations of children. Whether or not they had peaceful
dreams is another matter, because even in their current versions, sterilized and with their original contents
doctored, classic fairy tales are far from innocent stories for five year old children. It was only later, with the
arrival of illustrators and then cinema, that they began to become the virtually exclusive domain of underage
readers. Like in the secret room where Bluebeard kept his dead wives´ bodies, or the enchanted forest one
should not venture into, fairy tales conceal not only historical events and the depiction of the hard lives of
people in the Middle Ages, but according to psychoanalysts, they are also a mirror of truth where people’s
desires, fears, illicit appetites and flaws are encoded. Snow White's stepmother had a good reason to be so
upset when the mirror finally told her who she really was. This classic moment in literature is an excellent
metaphor of what fairy tales are as a genre. Until recently they were still relegated to the book shelves of the
youngsters; lately they have been studied seriously by scholars of the most prestigious universities in the
world, successfully exploited by the entertainment industry, and even banned in some schools. Fairy Tales:
The Origins, History, and Interpretations of the World’s Most Famous Fairy Tales is an invitation to peek
into the history of fairy tales and see humanity reflected in them. The image they throw back may not always
be the most satisfactory, but for better or worse, it´ll be the one societies have to face. Along with pictures of
important people, places, and events, you will learn about the history of fairy tales like never before.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Sparkman:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for us. The book Fairy Tales: The Origins, History, and Interpretations of the World's
Most Famous Fairy Tales ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Fairy Tales: The Origins, History, and
Interpretations of the World's Most Famous Fairy Tales is not only giving you a lot more new information
but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book Fairy Tales: The Origins, History, and Interpretations
of the World's Most Famous Fairy Tales. You never feel lose out for everything in case you read some
books.

Christopher Cunningham:

This Fairy Tales: The Origins, History, and Interpretations of the World's Most Famous Fairy Tales is great
reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who else always deal with world and
still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate
word or we can declare no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read the item hurriedly you can have whole
details in it. Doesn't mean it only provides straight forward sentences but hard core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having Fairy Tales: The Origins, History, and Interpretations of the World's
Most Famous Fairy Tales in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous 1. We
can say that no e-book that offer you world within ten or fifteen small right but this guide already do that. So
, this is good reading book. Heya Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?

Douglas Holmes:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Fairy Tales: The Origins, History, and
Interpretations of the World's Most Famous Fairy Tales can be the answer, oh how comes? A book you
know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Theresa Walker:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You should know that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Fairy Tales: The
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