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The 1980 Mariel Boatlift was a profound episode in twentieth-century American history, impacting not just
Florida, but the entire country. During the first twenty days of the boatlift, with little support from the federal
government, the state of Florida coordinated and responded to the sudden arrival in Key West of more than
thirty thousand Cuban refugees, the first wave of immigrants who became known as “Marielitos.”
 
Kathleen Dupes Hawk, Ron Villella, Adolfo Leyva de Varona, and Kristen Cifers combine the insights of
expert observers with the experiences of actual participants. The authors organize and present a wealth of
primary sources, first-hand accounts, archival research, government records, and interviews with policy-
makers, volunteers, and refugees that bring into focus the many far-reaching human, political, and cultural
outcomes of the Mariel Boatlift that continue to influence Florida, the United States, and Cuba today.
 
Emerging from these key records and accounts is a grand narrative of high human drama. Castro’s haphazard
and temporary opening of Cuba spurred many thousands of Cubans to depart in calamitously rushed,
unprepared, and dangerous conditions. The book tells the stories of these Cuban citizens, most legitimately
seeking political asylum but also including subversive agents, convicted criminals, and the mentally ill, who
began arriving in the US beginning in April 1980. It also recounts how local and state agencies and private
volunteers with few directives or resources were left to improvise ways to provide the Marielitos food,
shelter, and security as well as transportation away from Key West.
 
The book provides a definitive account of the political, legal, and administrative twists on the local, state,
and federal levels in response to the crisis as well as of the often-dysfunctional attempts at collaboration
between governmental and private institutions. Vivid and readable, Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980
presents the significant details that illuminate and humanize this complex humanitarian, political, and
logistical crisis. 
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Butler:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Sure, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days? Maybe it is to become best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have other opinion?

Denise Barnhart:

The book Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a
book Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days? A few of you have a different opinion
about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now,
try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you could give for each other; you
can share all of these. Book Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by wide open
and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Trina Durham:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This specific Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First
Twenty Days can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have factor that
they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step for you to
get success. This reserve offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more
than various other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Florida and the Mariel Boatlift
of 1980: The First Twenty Days.

Earl Casey:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those textbooks have
many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world. From the book
Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The First Twenty Days we can have more advantage. Don't one to be
creative people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Merely choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book Florida and the Mariel Boatlift of 1980: The
First Twenty Days. You can more pleasing than now.
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