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A governor's mansion is often the last stop for politicians who plan to move into the White House. Before
Barack Obama was elected president of the United States, four of his last five predecessors had been
governors. Executive experience at the state level informs individual presidencies, and, as Saladin M. Ambar
argues, the actions of governors-turned-presidents changed the nature of the presidency itself long ago. How
Governors Built the Modern American Presidency is the first book to explicitly credit governors with making
the presidency what it is today.

By examining the governorships of such presidential stalwarts as Grover Cleveland, Theodore Roosevelt,
Woodrow Wilson, and Franklin D. Roosevelt, political scientist Ambar shows how gubernatorial experience
made the difference in establishing modern presidential practice. The book also delves into the careers of
Wisconsin's Bob La Follette and California's Hiram Johnson, demonstrating how these governors reshaped
the presidency through their activism. As Ambar reminds readers, governors as far back as Samuel J. Tilden
of New York, who ran against Rutherford Hayes in the controversial presidential election of 1876, paved the
way for a more assertive national leadership. Ambar explodes the idea that the modern presidency began
after 1945, instead placing its origins squarely in the Progressive Era.

This innovative study uncovers neglected aspects of the evolution of the nation's executive branch, placing
American governors at the heart of what the presidency has become—for better or for worse.
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From reader reviews:

Karen Imes:

Exactly why? Because this How Governors Built the Modern American Presidency (Haney Foundation
Series) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
surprise you with the secret it inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to
regret it. This amazing book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving
your ability and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I had been
you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Luke Shaffer:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need more time to be
examine. How Governors Built the Modern American Presidency (Haney Foundation Series) can be your
answer since it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.

Mary Gillon:

This How Governors Built the Modern American Presidency (Haney Foundation Series) is fresh way for you
who has attention to look for some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having bit of digest in reading this How Governors Built
the Modern American Presidency (Haney Foundation Series) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form
and that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in e-book form
make them feel drowsy even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-
book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Sharon Lopez:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book had been rare?
Why so many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and How Governors Built the Modern
American Presidency (Haney Foundation Series) or others sources were given expertise for you. After you
know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher
or even students especially. Those publications are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case,
beside science book, any other book likes How Governors Built the Modern American Presidency (Haney



Foundation Series) to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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