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A former Wall Street quant sounds an alarm on the mathematical models that pervade modern life —
and threaten to rip apart our social fabric

We live in the age of the algorithm. Increasingly, the decisions that affect our lives—where we go to school,
whether we get a car loan, how much we pay for health insurance—are being made not by humans, but by
mathematical models. In theory, this should lead to greater fairness: Everyone is judged according to the
same rules, and bias is eliminated.

But as Cathy O’Neil reveals in this urgent and necessary book, the opposite is true. The models being used
today are opaque, unregulated, and uncontestable, even when they’re wrong. Most troubling, they reinforce
discrimination: If a poor student can’t get a loan because a lending model deems him too risky (by virtue of
his zip code), he’s then cut off from the kind of education that could pull him out of poverty, and a vicious
spiral ensues. Models are propping up the lucky and punishing the downtrodden, creating a “toxic cocktail
for democracy.” Welcome to the dark side of Big Data.

Tracing the arc of a person’s life, O’Neil exposes the black box models that shape our future, both as
individuals and as a society. These “weapons of math destruction” score teachers and students, sort résumés,
grant (or deny) loans, evaluate workers, target voters, set parole, and monitor our health.

O’Neil calls on modelers to take more responsibility for their algorithms and on policy makers to regulate
their use. But in the end, it’s up to us to become more savvy about the models that govern our lives. This
important book empowers us to ask the tough questions, uncover the truth, and demand change.

— The Guardian, Best Books of 2016
— Boston Globe, Best Books of 2016, Non-Fiction
— New York Times, 100 Notable Books of 2016 (Non-Fiction)
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Mitchell:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities
will not happen with you if you take Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and
Threatens Democracy as the daily resource information.

Roger Johnson:

The publication with title Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens
Democracy has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. That
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world now.
That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new
era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Andrew Hall:

Often the book Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens Democracy
has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This specific book very easy to
read you can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Lauren Cook:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lot of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not only a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the particular book you have read will
be Weapons of Math Destruction: How Big Data Increases Inequality and Threatens Democracy.
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