
American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the
Modern World

Kelby Ouchley

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X


American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern World

Kelby Ouchley

American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern World Kelby Ouchley
“From prehistoric relatives to post-endangered status, Ouchley provides a comprehensive review of the
alligator, an iconic southern creature.”—Michael K. Steinberg, author of Stalking the Ghost Bird
 
“The conservation of the American alligator is one of history’s best examples of the sustainable-use model
for wildlife conservation. The effort to preserve the alligator has contributed to the conservation of wetlands
and many other wetland-dependent species throughout its range. Ouchley does an outstanding job of
explaining the mysteries of this keystone species.”—Robert Barham, Secretary of Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries
 
“Kelby Ouchley is part of a generation of wildlife professionals that helped bring the American alligator
back from the brink of extinction. He provides fascinating insights into its fight for survival.”—Jim Kurth,
Chief of National Wildlife Refuge System, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Having survived since the Mesozoic era, alligators teetered on the brink of extinction in the 1960s. Their
recovery in the 1970s and 1980s was largely due to legislative intervention, and today populations are
closely monitored throughout their range. American Alligator is the most up-to-date and comprehensive
treatment of this resilient relic, a creature with a brain weighing less than half an ounce that has successfully
adapted to a changing Earth for more than 200 million years.
         
Kelby Ouchley chronicles the evolution of Alligator mississippiensis from “shieldcroc”—the last common
ancestor of modern-day alligators, crocodiles, caimans, and the gharial—to its current role as keystone of the
ecological health of America’s southern swamps and marshes. In Florida, the apex predator uses its snout
and feet to clear muck from holes in the limestone bedrock. During the dry season, these small ponds or
“alligator holes” provide refuge, food, and water for a variety of wildlife. In Louisiana, millions of dollars
are spent on the bounty of the non-native nutria that overgraze marsh vegetation, but alligators prey on these
coastal rodents free of charge.

Today only twenty-three species of crocodilians remain. That the alligator lineage survives at all, having
successfully weathered millions of years of environmental change, speaks to an impressive degree of fitness
and adaptability.

The loss of the American alligator would be a blow to biodiversity and an ecosystem disruption affecting all
levels of the food chain. While the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service removed it from the endangered species
list in 1987 and today regulates the legal trade of the animal and its products, Ouchley cautions us not to
forget the lessons learned: human activities, from urban development to energy production, can still threaten
the future of the gator and its southern wetland habitat.
 

 Download American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X


 Read Online American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Mode ...pdf

http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X
http://zonebook.me/go/read.php?id=081304913X


Download and Read Free Online American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern World Kelby
Ouchley

From reader reviews:

Mary Davis:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are
really reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. How about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book if they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you will require this American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern
World.

Donna Sedillo:

Here thing why this particular American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern World are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all reading through a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not. American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the
Modern World giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there
is no e-book that similar with American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern World. It gives you thrill
reading journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in
your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of
American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern World in e-book can be your substitute.

Brenda Rodriguez:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this time you only find e-book that need more
time to be read. American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern World can be your answer since it can
be read by you actually who have those short extra time problems.

Ryan Harrison:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but additionally novel and American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the
Modern World or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or students especially.
Those ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science publication, any other
book likes American Alligator: Ancient Predator in the Modern World to make your spare time a lot more
colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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