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The Assistant by Robert Walser?who was admired greatly by Kafka, Musil, Walter Benjamin, and W.
G. Sebald?is now presented in English for the very first time.

Robert Walser is an overwhelmingly original author with many ardent fans: J.M. Coetzee ("dazzling"), Guy
Davenport ("a very special kind of whimsical-serious-deep writer"), and Hermann Hesse ("If he had a
hundred thousand readers, the world would be a better place"). Charged with compassion, and an utterly
unique radiance of vision, Walser is as Susan Sontag exclaimed "a truly wonderful, heart-breaking writer."

The Assistant is his breathtaking 1908 novel, translated by award-winning translator Susan Bernofsky.
Joseph, hired to become an inventor's new assistant, arrives one rainy Monday morning at Technical
Engineer Karl Tobler's splendid hilltop villa: he is at once pleased and terribly worried, a state soon followed
by even stickier psychological complexities. He enjoys the beautiful view over Lake Zurich, in the company
of the proud wife, Frau Tobler, and the delicious savory meals. But does he deserve any of these pleasures?
The Assistant chronicles Joseph's inner life of cascading emotions as he attempts, both frantically and light-
heartedly, to help the Tobler household, even as it slides toward financial ruin. Tobler demands of Joseph,
"Do you have your wits about you?!" And Joseph's wits are in fact all around him, trembling like leaves in
the breeze?he is full of exuberance and despair, all the raptures and panics of a person "drowning in
obedience."
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From reader reviews:

Jose Wilson:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Assistant
(New Directions Paperbook) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in this era. The book
untitled The Assistant (New Directions Paperbook)is the main one of several books in which everyone read
now. That book was inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter
the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their concept in the simple
way, so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a large amount
of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this book.

Dorothy Pierce:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family or their friend.
Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as playing video
games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity here is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading
a e-book. The book The Assistant (New Directions Paperbook) it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
folks that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have
enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book from a smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book possesses high quality.

Gregory Phipps:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you can have it in
e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Assistant (New Directions Paperbook) can give
you a lot of friends because by you checking out this one book you have thing that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? We need to have The Assistant (New Directions Paperbook).

Palmer Schwartz:

You can obtain this The Assistant (New Directions Paperbook) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge.
Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed and also can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct
ways for you.
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