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With the collapse of the bipolar system of global rivalry that dominated world politics after the Second
World War, and in an age that is seeing the return of "ethnic cleansing" and "identity politics," the question
of violence, in all of its multiple ramifications, imposes itself with renewed urgency. Rather than
concentrating on the socioeconomic or political backgrounds of these historical changes, the contributors to
this volume rethink the concept of violence, both in itself and in relation to the formation and transformation
of identities, whether individual or collective, political or cultural, religious or secular. In particular, they
subject the notion of self-determination to stringent scrutiny: is it to be understood as a value that excludes
violence, in principle if not always in practice? Or is its relation to violence more complex and, perhaps,
more sinister?

Reconsideration of the concepts, the practice, and even the critique of violence requires an exploration of the
implications and limitations of the more familiar interpretations of the terms that have dominated in the
history of Western thought. To this end, the nineteen contributors address the concept of violence from a
variety of perspectives in relation to different forms of cultural representation, and not in Western culture
alone; in literature and the arts, as well as in society and politics; in philosophical discourse, psychoanalytic
theory, and so-called juridical ideology, as well as in colonial and post-colonial practices and power
relations.

The contributors are Giorgio Agamben, Ali Behdad, Cathy Caruth, Jacques Derrida, Michael Dillon, Peter
Fenves, Stathis Gourgouris, Werner Hamacher, Beatrice Hanssen, Anselm Haverkamp, Marian Hobson,
Peggy Kamuf, M. B. Pranger, Susan M. Shell, Peter van der Veer, Hent de Vries, Cornelia Vismann, and
Samuel Weber.
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From reader reviews:

Waldo Gates:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book called
Violence, Identity, and Self-Determination? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside
you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with the
opinion or you have some other opinion?

Arthur Poulsen:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them household or
their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, or even playing
video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read some sort of
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a
publication. The book Violence, Identity, and Self-Determination it is very good to read. There are a lot of
people that recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have
enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has high quality.

Irma Patterson:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide
that need more time to be read. Violence, Identity, and Self-Determination can be your answer given it can
be read by you who have those short time problems.

Melody Herrera:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several books in the top checklist in
your reading list is actually Violence, Identity, and Self-Determination. This book that is certainly qualified
as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this guide
you can get many advantages.
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