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Besides being the right thing to do for Mother Earth, recycling can also make money?particularly when it
comes to upcycling, a zero waste practice where discarded materials are fashioned into goods of greater
economic or cultural value. In Upcycling Aluminum, Carl A. Zimring explores how the metal’s abundance
after World War II?coupled with the significant economic and environmental costs of smelting it from
bauxite ore?led to the industrial production of valuable durable goods from salvaged aluminum.

Beginning in 1886 with the discovery of how to mass produce aluminum, the book examines the essential
part the metal played in early aviation and the world wars, as well as the troubling expansion of aluminum as
a material of mass disposal. Recognizing that scrap aluminum was as good as virgin material and much more
affordable than newly engineered metal, designers in the postwar era used aluminum to manufacture highly
prized artifacts. Zimring takes us on a tour of post-1940s design, examining the use of aluminum in cars,
trucks, airplanes, furniture, and musical instruments from 1945 to 2015.

By viewing upcycling through the lens of one material, Zimring deepens our understanding of the history of
recycling in industrial society. He also provides a historical perspective on contemporary sustainable design
practices. Along the way, he challenges common assumptions about upcycling’s merits and adds a new
dimension to recycling as a form of environmental absolution for the waste-related sins of the modern world.
Raising fascinating questions of consumption, environment, and desire, Upcycling Aluminum is for anyone
interested in industrial and environmental history, discard studies, engineering, product design, music
history, or antiques.
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From reader reviews:

Rodney Schmitt:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each book has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide has
different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they get because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who don't like reading
a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you will require this Aluminum Upcycled: Sustainable Design in Historical Perspective (Johns Hopkins
Studies in the History of Technology).

Michael Walker:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to
something different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill
your no cost time/ holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Aluminum Upcycled: Sustainable Design in
Historical Perspective (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can be excellent book to read.
May be it may be best activity to you.

Kelly Cohn:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Aluminum Upcycled: Sustainable Design in
Historical Perspective (Johns Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can be the answer, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Brian Smith:

As a scholar exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or real
their leisure activity. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Aluminum Upcycled: Sustainable Design in Historical Perspective (Johns
Hopkins Studies in the History of Technology) can make you feel more interested to read.
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