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This book delineates the attempt, carried out by the Congregations of the Inquisition and the Index during the
sixteenth and early seventeenth century, to purge various devotional texts in the Italian vernacular of
heterodox beliefs and superstitious elements, while imposing a rigid uniformity in liturgical and devotional
practices. The first part of the book is focused on Rome's anxious activity toward the infiltration of Protestant
ideas in vernacular treatises on prayer meant for mass consumption. It next explores how, only in the second
half of the sixteenth century, once Rome's main preoccupation toward Protestant expansion had subsided, the
Church could begin thinking about a move from a rejection of any consideration of the merits of interior
prayer to a recovery and acceptance of mental prayer. The final section is dedicated to the primary objective
of the Church's actions in purging superstitious practices which was not simply the renewal of the spiritual
life of the faithful, but also the control of the religious and social life of many faithful who were uneducated.
Based on a careful examination of the archival records of the two Roman dicasteri in question, many of
which have only been accessible to scholars since 1998, as well as a close reading of the many of suspect
devotional texts themselves, this book offers a fascinating contribution towards a fuller appreciation of the
complex landscape that characterized the spiritual realities of early modern Italy.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Starks:

Why? Because this Forbidden Prayer: Church Censorship and Devotional Literature in Renaissance Italy
(Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to
snap the idea but latter it will surprise you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book beside it was
fantastic author who also write the book in such remarkable way makes the content interior easier to
understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not
hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards
than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want
to hold off having that book? If I were you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Erica Logan:

Forbidden Prayer: Church Censorship and Devotional Literature in Renaissance Italy (Catholic Christendom,
1300-1700) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because
this reserve has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing Forbidden Prayer: Church Censorship and Devotional Literature in
Renaissance Italy (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) however doesn't forget the main point, giving the
reader the hottest along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial imagining.

Donald Diaz:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes reading through, not only science book but novel and Forbidden Prayer: Church Censorship and
Devotional Literature in Renaissance Italy (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) as well as others sources were
given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel want to read more and more.
Science book was created for teacher or students especially. Those books are helping them to put their
knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Forbidden Prayer: Church
Censorship and Devotional Literature in Renaissance Italy (Catholic Christendom, 1300-1700) to make your
spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Wilma Richards:

A lot of guide has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by web on social media. You can
choose the top book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified as of
book Forbidden Prayer: Church Censorship and Devotional Literature in Renaissance Italy (Catholic
Christendom, 1300-1700). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it



could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about
book. It can bring you from one spot to other place.
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