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Investigating the cultural, social, and political histories of punishment during ninety years surrounding the
1838 abolition of slavery in Jamaica, Diana Paton challenges standard historiographies of slavery and
discipline. The abolition of slavery in Jamaica, as elsewhere, entailed the termination of slaveholders’ legal
right to use violence—which they defined as “punishment”—against those they had held as slaves. Paton
argues that, while slave emancipation involved major changes in the organization and representation of
punishment, there was no straightforward transition from corporal punishment to the prison or from privately
inflicted to state-controlled punishment. Contesting the dichotomous understanding of pre-modern and
modern modes of power that currently dominates the historiography of punishment, she offers critical
readings of influential theories of power and resistance, including those of Michel Foucault, Pierre Bourdieu,
and Ranajit Guha.

No Bond but the Law reveals the longstanding and intimate relationship between state formation and private
punishment. The construction of a dense, state-organized system of prisons began not with emancipation but
at the peak of slave-based wealth in Jamaica, in the 1780s. Jamaica provided the paradigmatic case for
British observers imagining and evaluating the emancipation process. Paton’s analysis moves between
imperial processes on the one hand and Jamaican specificities on the other, within a framework comparing
developments regarding punishment in Jamaica with those in the U.S. South and elsewhere. Emphasizing the
gendered nature of penal policy and practice throughout the emancipation period, Paton is attentive to the
ways in which the actions of ordinary Jamaicans and, in particular, of women prisoners, shaped state
decisions.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book titled No Bond but
the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New
Directions in Women's Studies)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you
can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have additional opinion?

Stacey Samuels:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race,
and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies)
reserve written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that could be understand by
anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every ideas and writing skill only for
eliminate your current hunger then you still uncertainty No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and
Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) as good
book but not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one book that can break don't determine book
by its cover, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your looking at
sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Cliff Boyd:

This No Bond but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next
Wave: New Directions in Women's Studies) is great reserve for you because the content that is certainly full
of information for you who all always deal with world and have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can state no rambling sentences included. So if
you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you
straight forward sentences but hard core information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having No Bond
but the Law: Punishment, Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New
Directions in Women's Studies) in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world within ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide
already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that will?

Jennifer Randolph:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this book. This No Bond but the Law: Punishment,
Race, and Gender in Jamaican State Formation, 1780–1870 (Next Wave: New Directions in Women's
Studies) is simple to create you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also soon. If you did not have



much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You
can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.
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