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Philosophy Beside Itself  was first published in 1986. Minnesota Archive Editions uses digital technology to
make long-unavailable books once again accessible, and are published unaltered from the original University
of Minnesota Press editions.

The writings of French philosopher Jacques Derrida have been the single most powerful influence on critical
theory and practice in the United States over the past decade. But with few exceptions American
philosophers have taken little or no interest in Derrida's work, and the task of reception, translation, and
commentary has been left to literary critics. As a result, Derrida has appeared as a figure already defined by
essentially literary critical activities and interests.

Stephen Melville's aim in Philosophy Beside Itself  is to insist upon and clarify the distinctions between
philosophy and criticism. He argues that until we grasp Derrida's philosophical project as such, we remain
fundamentally unable to see his significance for criticism. In terms derived from Stanley Cavell's writings on
modernism, Melville develops a case for Derrida as a modernist philosopher, working at once within and
against that tradition and discipline.

Melville first places Derrida in a Hegelian context, the structure of which he explores by examining the work
of Heidegger, Lacan, and Bataille. With this foundation, he is able to reappraise the project of deconstructive
criticism as developed in Paul de Man's Blindness and Insight and further articulated by other Yale critics.
Central to this critique is the ambivalent relationship between deconstructive criticism and Lacanian
psychoanalysis. Criticism—radical self-criticism—is a central means through which the difficult facts of
human community come to recognition, and Melville argues for criticism as an activity intimately bound to
the ways in which we do and do not belong in time and in community. Derrida's achievement has been to
find a new and necessary way to assert that the task of philosophy is criticism; the task of literary criticism is
to assume the burden of that achievement.

Stephen Melville is an assistant professor of English at Syracuse University, and Donald Marshall is a
professor of English at the University of Iowa.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

What do you about book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need something
to explain what you problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you do? Every
individual has many questions above. They have to answer that question due to the fact just their can do
which. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on
kindergarten until university need this specific Philosophy Beside Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism
(Theory and History of Literature) to read.

Duane Harden:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title Philosophy Beside
Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of Literature) suitable to you? The actual
book was written by renowned writer in this era. The actual book untitled Philosophy Beside Itself: On
Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of Literature)is a single of several books which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you
will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their thought in the
simple way, so all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this guide. This book will give you a large
amount of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Tanya McNeil:

The reserve with title Philosophy Beside Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and History of
Literature) has lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This kind of book
will bring you inside new era of the syndication. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Delaine Valencia:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find book that
need more time to be examine. Philosophy Beside Itself: On Deconstruction and Modernism (Theory and
History of Literature) can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time
problems.
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