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William Watson published his account of the two years he spent evading Union gunboats and dealing with
the “sharpers” who fed off the misfortune of war in 1892. Using log books, personal papers, and business
memoranda, he sought to write a “plain, blunt” account of “events just as they happened.” Instead, he wrote
a classic adventure tale whose careful description of seafaring in the 1860s gives us a glimpse into a world
now closed to us.

Watson is the protagonist, but he shares his story with his ship, the Rob Roy, a center-board schooner whose
shallow draft and wide beam made it the ideal vessel for slipping over shoals and dashing in and out of
blockaded ports. He peoples his account with the good, the bad, and the unlucky, from the likeable and
irrepressible Captain Dave McLusky to the loathsome and dishonest Mr. R. M. He takes his reader from
Havana, where land sharks greeted incoming sailors, to Galveston, where sharp businessmen and corrupt
officials connived to confiscate both profits and ships. He stops at Matamora, a dusty place on “a bare and
barren coast,” and he visits General Magruder in Houston. His crew brave gales and a hurricane that drives
the Rob Roy back thirty miles; and he survives plots against his ship and his life.

Through it all, Watson enjoys himself. Blockade running, he declares, was not “unlawful or dishonourable.”
Rather, it was “a bold and daring enterprise,” an “exciting sport of the higher order,” like racing yachts, and
an almost obligatory act of defiance of a blockade “maintained by no other right than by the force of arms.”
The “commission merchants” did better than the blockade runners. But Watson recalled his years dodging
federal gunboats and outwitting petty officials, treacherous crew, and dishonest businessmen as “much more
congenial than the extortions and deceitful wheedling and trickeries of the legitimate trade.”

This is an adventure story held together by the nuts and bolts of sailing. Watson’s discussion of why sail was
superior to steam for running blockades is superb; his detailed accounts of surviving gales and outrunning
Federal cruisers are fascinating. He takes yellow fever and high sea chases in stride. Through it all, he
maintains his honor and guards his profits. For the reader who wants to ply the Gulf of Mexico under sail,
play the lottery in Havana, and visit Texas when it was “a new country,” Watson is the perfect guide to run
the blockade that time imposes on posterity.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

The event that you get from The Civil War Adventures of a Blockade Runner is a more deep you searching
the information that hide inside words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this
book is hard to know but The Civil War Adventures of a Blockade Runner giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who
read that because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular The Civil War Adventures of a Blockade
Runner instantly.

David Creason:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book mainly book entitled The
Civil War Adventures of a Blockade Runner your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering
in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written
in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get just
before. The The Civil War Adventures of a Blockade Runner giving you a different experience more than
blown away your head but also giving you useful data for your better life on this era. So now let us show you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Elizabeth Blake:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside
appearance likes. Maybe you answer could be The Civil War Adventures of a Blockade Runner why because
the fantastic cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint an individual. The
inside or content is usually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
assist you to pick up this book.

John Wiser:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's heart and soul or
real their passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Civil War Adventures of a Blockade Runner can make you truly feel more



interested to read.
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