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Highlights of the extraordinary wartime diaries of Ivan Maisky, Soviet ambassador to London

The terror and purges of Stalin’s Russia in the 1930s discouraged Soviet officials from leaving documentary
records let alone keeping personal diaries. A remarkable exception is the unique diary assiduously kept by
Ivan Maisky, the Soviet ambassador to London between 1932 and 1943. This selection from Maisky's diary,
never before published in English, grippingly documents Britain’s drift to war during the 1930s,
appeasement in the Munich era, negotiations leading to the signature of the Ribbentrop–Molotov Pact,
Churchill’s rise to power, the German invasion of Russia, and the intense debate over the opening of the
second front.
 
Maisky was distinguished by his great sociability and access to the key players in British public life. Among
his range of regular contacts were politicians (including Churchill, Chamberlain, Eden, and Halifax), press
barons (Beaverbrook), ambassadors (Joseph Kennedy), intellectuals (Keynes, Sidney and Beatrice Webb),
writers (George Bernard Shaw, H. G. Wells), and indeed royalty. His diary further reveals the role personal
rivalries within the Kremlin played in the formulation of Soviet policy at the time. Scrupulously edited and
checked against a vast range of Russian and Western archival evidence, this extraordinary narrative diary
offers a fascinating revision of the events surrounding the Second World War.
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From reader reviews:

Joshua Arwood:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime Revelations of Stalin's
Ambassador in London as your daily resource information.

John Bennett:

The publication with title The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime Revelations of Stalin's Ambassador in London
contains a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This
particular book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read that anywhere you want.

John Gravatt:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime
Revelations of Stalin's Ambassador in London e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner
for you, dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still
uncertainty The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime Revelations of Stalin's Ambassador in London as good book
but not only by the cover but also by content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its handle,
so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to another sixth sense.

Susan Arnold:

You can get this The Maisky Diaries: The Wartime Revelations of Stalin's Ambassador in London by check
out the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get
difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only through written or printed but
in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more
information about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are
still change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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