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In 1756, Jacob Frank, an Ottoman Jew who had returned to the Poland of his birth, was discovered leading a
group of fellow travelers in a suspect religious service. At the request of the local rabbis, Polish authorities
arrested the participants. Jewish authorities contacted the bishop in whose diocese the service had taken
place and argued that since the rites of Frank's followers involved the practice of magic and immoral
conduct, both Jews and Christians should condemn them and burn them at the stake. The scheme backfired,
as the Frankists took the opportunity to ally themselves with the Church, presenting themselves as Contra-
Talmudists who believed in a triune God. As a Turkish subject, Frank was released and temporarily expelled
to the Ottoman territories, but the others were found guilty of breaking numerous halakhic prohibitions and
were subject to a Jewish ban of excommunication. While they professed their adherence to everything that
was commanded by God in the Old Testament, they asserted as well that the Rabbis of old had introduced
innumerable lies and misconstructions in their interpretations of that holy book.

Who were Jacob Frank and his followers? To most Christians, they seemed to be members of a Jewish sect;
to Jewish reformers, they formed a group making a valiant if misguided attempt to bring an end to the power
of the rabbis; and to more traditional Jews, they were heretics to be suppressed by the rabbinate. What is
undeniable is that by the late eighteenth century, the Frankists numbered in the tens of thousands and had a
significant political and ideological influence on non-Jewish communities throughout eastern and central
Europe.

Based on extensive archival research in Poland, the Czech Republic, Israel, Germany, the United States, and
the Vatican, The Mixed Multitude is the first comprehensive study of Frank and Frankism in more than a
century and offers an important new perspective on Jewish-Christian relations in the Age of Enlightenment.
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From reader reviews:

Sarah Tomczak:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They
can be reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you'll have this The Mixed Multitude: Jacob Frank and the Frankist
Movement, 1755-1816 (Jewish Culture and Contexts).

Pablo Bussey:

This book untitled The Mixed Multitude: Jacob Frank and the Frankist Movement, 1755-1816 (Jewish
Culture and Contexts) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read
this guide you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can
order it by using online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read
this book, because you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to
past this reserve from your list.

Robert Price:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't assess book by its include may doesn't work at this
point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside appear
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Mixed Multitude: Jacob Frank and the Frankist Movement, 1755-
1816 (Jewish Culture and Contexts) why because the wonderful cover that make you consider with regards
to the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Aurora Ammon:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what forms of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and
soon. The The Mixed Multitude: Jacob Frank and the Frankist Movement, 1755-1816 (Jewish Culture and
Contexts) will give you a new experience in studying a book.
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