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What do we mean by 'art'? As a category of objects, the concept belongs to a Western cultural tradition,
originally European and now increasingly global, but how useful is it for understanding other traditions? To
understand art as a universal human value, we need to look at how the concept was constructed in order to
reconstruct it through an understanding of the wider world.

Western art values have a pervasive influence upon non-Western cultures and upon Western attitudes to
them. This innovative yet accessible new text explores the ways theories of art developed as Western
knowledge of the world expanded through exploration and trade, conquest, colonisation and research into
other cultures, present and past. It considers the issues arising from the historical relationships which brought
diverse artistic traditions together under the influence of Western art values, looking at how art has been used
by colonisers and colonised in the causes of collecting and commerce, cultural hegemony and autonomous
identities.

World Art questions conventional Western assumptions from an anthropological perspective which allows
comparison between cultures. It treats art as a property of artefacts rather than a category of objects,
reclaiming the idea of 'world art' from the 'art world'.

This book is essential reading for all students on anthropology of art courses as well as students of museum
studies and art history, based on a wide range of case studies and supported by learning features such as
annotated further reading and chapter opening summaries.
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From reader reviews:

Nicole Rockwood:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each book has different aim or goal; it means that guide has different
type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They are reading whatever they
get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like reading through a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will want this World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts.

Numbers Harless:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book World Art: An Introduction to the
Art in Artefacts will make you to always be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about
almost everything. But some of you think in which open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or ideal book with you?

Deborah Ryan:

You can obtain this World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds
of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book.
In the modern era similar to now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.

Minnie Weiner:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source in which filled update of news. With
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying
to find the World Art: An Introduction to the Art in Artefacts when you required it?
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